
Newsletter to members and friends
Sinifisela uKhisimusi omuhle nonyaka omusha onentokozo.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Gesegnete Weihnachten und ein gutes Neues Jahr.

Mr Eckhard Eilers, Mrs Elke Eilers 
and Rev. Heribert Duscha went on 
14th/15th September for the last 
of� cial partnership meeting of Pir-
na and Melle Circuits, for the � rst 
time to Sebnitz to the residence 
of Mr Hartmut and Mrs Ina-Maria 
Vetter. 
On Saturday the meeting was ar-
ranged in Reinhardtsdorf with Mrs. 
Almut Pabel, Mrs. Christa Schö-
ne, Mr Gottfried Köhler and Mrs 
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Köhler, Mrs Sabine Soffner and Mr 
Schildbach, (all to be delegates in 
February 2013) and Dean Uta Kru-
sche-Räder. 
On the agenda were arrangements 
for the time after the structural re-
forms in the region of Osnabrück 
including informations for the dele-
gates, ideas for further co-operati-
on, on the education aid fund and a 
� rst sight on the partnership book. 
Maybe we should say farewells, of 
course, always involve some reg-
rets. The meeting was � nished by 
an organ concert in Reinhardtsdorf 
church by Hartmut und Ina-Maria 
Vetter. 
Mrs Vetter wrote: "Together we 
went though about the future of 
partnership work, when Melle cir-
cuit doesn‘t exist anymore. It will go 
on – even the cut creates feelings 
of sorrow. Long years the partner-
ship work of Pirna circuit has been 
accompanied by Melle circuit. For 
this Fellowship the Pirna partner-
ship committee is very thankful. 
On 10th February the delegation 
form Pirna circuit to Pietermaritz-
burg-North and Emtulwa parishes 
will start. The delegation members 
are busy with preparations."
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Meeting Melle-Pirna in Reinhardtsdorf



Days of new friendships and good byes
A delegation from Melle circuit managed with the help of the Durban 
and Umngeni partners to revive three parish partnerships

From 29th September to 9th October, 
2012 the last delegation of Melle 
Circuit stayed in some South African 
partner parishes. Mrs Irmhild Köster, 
(Venne parish) Ms Marion Ziemens 
(Bennien parish), Mr Ernst-August 
Gausmann (Barkhausen-Rabber 
parish) and Mr Eckhard Eilers (Cir-
cuit partnership committee, Bad 
Essen parish) arrived on Saturday 
afternoon at Durban Airport where 
they were welcomed by Mrs Rhos-
ta Gcaba (Christianenburg parishg) 
and Mr B. Ephraim Zuke (Pinetown 
parish) in the name of the partner-
ship committee and by Rev. Heribert 
Duscha who had arrived already on 
17th Sept. 
Without any delay all of them pro-
ceeded to Umpumulo Diocesan 
Centre to be accommodated and 
to participate in the Men’s League 
Conference of ELCSA-SED, led by 
the Vice Bishop, Dean Nkosinathi 
Myaka from Umngeni circuit. 

Heribert Duscha had already the op-
portunity to see his former partner 
parish Pietermaritzburg South whe-
re he passed on a bobbin made new 
altar cloth done by Mrs Waltraud 
Gaenge for the Mooi River congre-
gation (photo above).
Further on, he visited Sibongin-
hlanhla crèche in Machibisa and 
Mfundwenhle School in Imbali and 
was present at the unveiling of the 
tomb stone for late Mr Godfry Musa 
Ngcobo (photo right). 
Moreover he presented the part-
nership book at a pre-launch in St 
Michael’s Durban (photo below) and 
at the Lutheran Theological Institute 
in Pietermaritzburg.

Mrs Mthethwa and Mr Khumalo laying the new altar cloth at Mooi River churh



After the closing service at Mapu-
mulo the delegation split. While Mr 
Eilers and the both ladies went to 
Oebisfelde Parish, Mr Gausmann 
and Rev. Duscha started for the 
Sunday School meeting of Umngeni 
Circuit in Mpumalanga for another 
pre-launch of the book and after-
wards proceeded with Mrs Gcaba 
to Chatsworth Parish.

Bishopstowe project
All delegates met with representati-
ves of the Umngeni Circuit partner-
ship committee including Dean N. 
Myaka, chaired by Mr Pius Mbuyisa 
and with Mrs Rhosta Gcaba of the 
Durban Circuit partnership com-
mittee on Wednesday, 3rd Oct, at 
Bishopstowe to gain insight in the 
progress of the Skill Training Cen-
tre. They were joined for this purpo-
se by the managers of Diakonia in 
town and county of Osnabrück, Mr 
Hinrich Haake and Mr Heiko Grube. 
Rev. Z.I Ntuli, former parish pastor 
of Pietermaritzburg South Parish, 
now manager of the KwaZulu-Natal 
Council of Churches, announced the 
support of KZNCC for the project by 
rendering fi nancial means for trans-
port, pocket money and food for 35 
youths. Regretfully the architect Mr 
Siyabonga Nkosi could not present 
the drawings and accounts for the 
dormitory due to a disaster in the 
family. 

After this conference the delegation 
split again. While Mr Gausmann re-
turned to Chatsworth, Mr Eilers and 
the both ladies went on to Appels-
bosch Parish, and Heribert Duscha 
returned next day to Germany. 
Three delegates from Barkhausen-
Rabber, Bennien and Venne Pari-
shes visited in common with the 
chairman of Melle Circuit partner-
ship committee their South African 
partners. 

Oebisfelde parish
Marion Ziemens fi rst impressions: 
„This country fascinates me. People 
are very nice. The impressions are 
unexpected and very interesting. To-
day I experienced how friendly and 
caring my hosting family accepted 
me. I had a wonderful breakfast and 

got everything I need. Suprprisingly 
the delegation met Malusi Mkhathini 
who is now chairing the Oebisfelde 
partnership committee. He said: Our 
partnership should become strong. 
it should grow. I would like to greet 
all people in the circuit of Melle, es-
pecially the children in the kindergar-
tens and the people in the old age 
homes in which I have worked in 
1997and 1998. “
Pastor Victor Lungile Qhele from 
Oebisfelde sends regards „to all rea-
ders in the name of our Lord, even 
as we are thousands of km away, 
but I love you. I greet especially Pas-
tor Matthias Hasselblatt in Bennien. 
I wish you there all the best. May our 
friendship grow and have agood de-
velopment.”

Appelsbosch parish
After visiting Oebisfelde a part of 
the delegation stayed for three 
days in Appelsbosch parish which 
has since 2002 a partnership with 
Walburgis parish in Venne. The re-
lations were fostered by new ideas 
and appointments.  The delegates 
reminds that fi rst personal contacts 
were made in 2006 when the then 
pastor Joseph Kunene and Mr. Ge-
rald Dlamini, chairman of the parish 
partnership committee visited Ven-
ne in the context of the World Pray-
er Day.  Mr Dlamini and Mrs Irmhild 
Koester continued to keep contacts 
and developed now the idea of in-
stalling a newsletter on their own. 

Meeting in Oebisfelde parish: (from left) Msoli Makathini, Marion Ziemens, Pastor 
Victor Qhele, Irmhild Köster and Malusi Mkhathini in front of Dalton Church
Meeting in Oebisfelde parish: (from left) Msoli Makathini, Marion Ziemens, Pastor 



Besides Mrs Koester Ms Marion 
Ziemens from Bennien and Mr Eck-
hard Eilers chairing the Melle Circuit 
partnership committee were guests 
in Appelsbosch. In a meeting with 
the local parish partnership commit-
tee, Eilers pointed out the structural 
development in the region of Os-
nabrueck appealing to keep contact 
and to think about the next regular 
visit. Irmhild Köster, together with 
the hosts, made plans to develop 
the parish contacts.

Chatsworth parish
Mr Ernst-August Gausmann gets 
to know for his parish Barkhausen-
Rabber the partners in Chatsworth, 
Indians in two congregations. He 
and Rev. Heribert Duscha arrived 
Sunday (30th September) afternoon 
at Christ Lutheran Church at 3 pm 
and were met by Parish Pastor Col-
lin Chellan, pastors Alan Govender, 
David Naicker and Mr Robin Ramiah 
(partnership chairperson) together 
with other leaders and congregati-
on members where there took place 
introductions, welcome and social 
over teas. 
Next day Rev. Alan Govender and 
his wife Priscilla took them around 

Meeting in Appelsbosch parish: (from left) Pastor Victor Ntombela, Irmhild Kös-
ter, Nellysiwe Duma (chairlady of the parish council) and Gerald Dlamini (chairman 
of the partnership committee)

Meeting in Appelsbosch parish: (from left) Pastor Victor Ntombela, Irmhild Kös-

in parts of Chatsworth and Durban. 
In the evening they went with Rev. 
Colling and Me Ramia to a business 
diner at Durban Hall. The visit to 
both congregations St Luke’s and 
Christ was characterised by a were 
welcoming atmosphere. Impressing 
were the many home visits and the 
visits to social institutions. When 
Rev. Duscha left for Germany Mr. 
Gausmann had the opportunity to 
participate in different meetings of 
congregants, shared in bible discus-
sion and visited men at the Ecume-
nical men’s fellowship held at “Chur-
ch of the Epiphany” and joined the 
St Luke’s feeding project. (helped 
to distribute sandwiches to needy 
children).



Mr Gausmann left for Germany with 
wonderful memories of Chatsworth 
Parish, the people, the culture and 
the challenges and the joys. On re-
turn he sent this letter: 

Dear friends of partnership, my dear 
friends in Chatsworth,
I was a member of the delegation 
to visit our Partnership parishes in 
South Africa in the time of 28.09. 
2012 until 10.10. 2012.
It was a great adventure for me, to 
go to South Africa. Thankful I show 
back to the time we have shared to-
gether. Every day, really every day 
has been a new experience and new 
challenge. I have joined every day. I 
could it, because all of you have 
done always the best just for me.  
I have seen, your way to live and I 
learned just a little bit of your Indian 
culture. Just as you promised: I have 
had experience, I felt it, and taste it. 
Thankful I’m also for the varied ex-
perience of social problems and the 
dark side of life. Even it’s not all easy 
and it’s not all fun, what you can 
mean, when you bee on the beach 
of Durban.  I never forget as we gave 
a breakfast on a market place to the 
poorest people.
Especially I’m thankful for all the 
people I have met. I never felt stran-
ge. From the fi rst meeting until the 
last hours, I felt as a friend between 
friends. So, as we went back home, 
I said: Now I leave my African family.
For now: Best wishes and love from 
all at Barkhausen-Rabber. God 
bless you all and keep well.

Ernst August Gausmann

At the end of the tour Eckhard 
Eilers said GOOD BYE to friends 
and partners, as he is leaving 
this work. On the last day he 
appealed to the people in St. 
Michels Milne-Street, to invol-
ve and hand over responsibility 
more and more to the young ge-
neration and to hold the contact 
between parishes, especially in 
time of changes on the German 
partners circuit level.

Warm greetings to "friends of partnership" from a sunny 
Chatsworth Lutheran parish ELCSA SED Durban. 

On the 4 November 2012 Chats-
worth Lutheran Parish hosted a 
joint Reformation Unity Service. The 
service with holy communion took 
place at Christ Lutheran Church 
were lutheran from different congre-
gations of ELCSA Durban Curcuit 
and also ELCSA NT came together 
as ONE United Lutheran family to 
celebrate our reformation. This uni-
ty service has become an annual 
event and we meet at the different 
parish each year. This is the 3rd 
year our pastors and congregation 
come together. The purpose and 
vision of our Pastors of ELCSA SED 
and ELCSA NT to come together 
under the banner of LUTHERAN 

BUILDING BRIDGES - were we 
share our pulpits, resources and 
hope one day we cross all barriers 
of race, colour and languages and 
worship as one Lutheran family in 
the Durban areas if not in Southern 
Africa.
The service was well attended with 
over 200 people and the sermon 
was preached by Rev G Meryer of 
the ELCSA (N-T) Umblio congrega-
tion. Great fellowship over teas was 
enjoyed by all present. We look for-
ward to the next event in 2013.
From the Chatsworth Lutheran Pa-
rish in Durban we also wish all our 
friends and wonderful christmas 
and peaceful new year. God bless



Melle circuit partnership 
committee met last time
40 years after the fi rst meeting of a 
partnership committee of Melle cir-
cuit synod, this committee met for 
the last time on 27th November in 
Bad Essen.
Most important topic on the agen-
da was to decide to transfer 20,000 
Euro (about 190,000 ZAR) for the 
Bursary Fonds to the bank ac-
count of the co-ordinating commit-
tee of the partnership committees in 
Durban and Umngeni circuits. This 
amount will be available in the fi rst 
weeks of January 2013.
Secondly it was decided to trans-
fer 17 time 500 Euro as so called 
annual donation from the parishes 
in Melle and Pirna circuits to their 
partner parishes.
The Southern parishes are kindly 
asked to send some information to 
their parish partners in the North, 
when these amounts have reached 
their level.

Partnership book 
– english version
There are well plans for fi nal launch 
of the book “you have sat my feet on 
a broad place”  somehow in 2013 in 
Durban and Umngeni Circuits.

+ news in short + news in short + news in short + news in short + news in short +

Good-Bye-Postcard from Pirna to Melle
A postcard from Pirna circuits part-
nership committee came in on the 
day od the last meeting of the Melle 
partnership committee (see below). 
It says: "Dear Melle partnership 
workers, we greet you for your 
last meeting from Pirna. We are 
sorry that the work we are used 
to is coming to an end. We thank 
you for all help, inspiration and 
exchange in the years ago. We 
hope to fi nd a way to the future!



Announced visits from 
parish to parish
Two parishes from new Melle-Ge-
orgsmarienhütte circuit will visit their 
partners next year, 4-6 partners 
from Melle-St. Petri want to see 
their partners in Pietermaritzburg-
South around September/October, 
and 4 delegates from Oldendorf 
parish are going to visit Mpuma-
langa parish either in April/May or in 
September/October
Two parishes which will that time be 
part of Bramsche circuit are doing 
some planning as well: 4 to 8 dele-
gates from Arenshorst will travel in 
August/September to Ntzuma pa-
rish, and a delegation of 4 from Bad 
Essen are going to Christianen-
burg either in May/June or June/
July 2013.
Already in February 2013, 6 dele-
gates from Pirna Circuit will be 
ion the way to visit their partners in 
eMtulwa and Pietermaritzburg-
North parishes: Mrs Almut Pabel, 
Mrs Christia Schöne from Sebnitz 
parish, Mr Gottfried Köhler and Mrs 
Köhler from Burckhartswalde Pa-
rish, Mr Schildbach from Gottleuba-
tal Parish and Mrs Sabine Soffner, 
the Pirna Circuit catechist.

Young lady from Durban-
Central parish in Germany
On the annual meeting of circuit 
partnership representatives in Ha-
nover Church, having relations with 
ELCSA circuits and parishes, held 
in Hermannsburg (Germany) from 
9th to 11th November, it was "disco-
vered", that a young Lady from Dur-
ban-Central is doing a volunteers 
social year in a Diakonia institution 
in Rotenburg/Wümme, about 90 km 
away from Melle. This voluntary year 
is part of the program "mission to 
the north" run by the Evangelical-Lu-
theran Missionboard in Lower Saxo-
ny (ELM), known as Hermannsburg 
mission. Her name is Thabisile Ng-
cobo, and she was very interested 
to get in contact with young people 
in Melle circuit, especially from her 
partner parish Buer. Contact have 
been made via circuit youth worker 
Henning Enge, so we hope to see 
her in Melle-Georgsmarienhütte and 
Bramsche circuits soon.

Book launch in Melle 
on 18th December 2012
The partnership book, written by 
Rev. Heribert Duscha in the last 5 
years, will be pretented to the public 
on 18th December 2012 at 20.00 h. 
The 700 pages in German language 
is printed in a fi rst edition of 100 ex-
emplars with a so called soft-cover 
which is fully coloured. The content 
pages are printed in black.
The circuit partnership committee is 
looking forward to welcome a lot of 
members of the committees in the 
last years, parish representatives 
frim Mekke circuit, but also guests 
from the neighbour circuit, Hanover 
Church or from former Evangelical 
Development Service (EED) in Berlin.
Retired Rev. Dieter Schütte, well 
known in South Africa and Germany, 
will hold the presentation speach. 
He and ret. Dean Jürgen Oltmanns 
have been the main correctors of 
the script befor it was sent to the 
printery.
In the meeting which will be held in 
the parish hall of Melle-St. Petri pa-
rish, Dean Loos will allso say offi cially 
good bye to those circuit partnership 
committee members who will reject 
from this committee for different 
reasons, like Heribert Duscha, Moni-
ka Schlonski and Eckhard Eilers.

+ news in short + news in short + news in short + news in short + news in short +

Coming developements 
in Osnabrück region
In February or March the new circuit 
partnership committees of Melle-
Georgsmarienhütte, Osnabrück and 
Bramsche circuits will be elected 
after the installation of the new circuit 
synods. The details of co-operation 
between those committees haven't 
been fi nished yet.
Wolfgang Loos, Dean of the new cir-
cuit Melle-Georgsmarienhütte and 
member of the new installed coun-
cil of the alliance of lutheran circuits 
in Osnabrück town and county, has 
been appointed to supervize and 
co-ordinate the activities of the cir-
cuits in matters of partnership, bred 
for the world and development poli-
tics of the lutheran church. He plans 
to call for a meeting to overcome 
the gaps in the process of changing, 
as he is aware about the need for 
fl uent and sustain contacts to the 
partner churches.

We greet all Friends of 
Partnership with the watch-
word for the year 2013 
from Letter to the Hebrews 
(13:14):

Wir haben hier 
keine bleibende Stadt, sondern 

die zukünftige suchen wir.
For here we do not have 

an enduring city, 
but we are looking 

for the city that is to come. 
Ngokuba lapha asinamuzi 

omiyo, kepha siyawufuna ozayo.

May God bless all of us.
iNkosi busisa sonke!
Möge Gott uns alle segnen.



Association „Friends of Partnership“ e.V.
Membership application

Hereby I apply for a membership in „Friends of Partnership“ 

beginning with ____________. I agree with the aims of the 
association as mentioned.

Annual subscription (1,00 Euro/month = 12 Euro/year)
(10,00 Rand/month = 120 Rand/year)

other subscription amount

_____ Euro/month = _______ Euro/year

name. family name ______________________________________

________________________________________________________

pysical address __________________________________________

________________________________________________________

postal address __________________________________________

________________________________________________________

email __________________________________________________

for German only:
Account Nr.: ____________________________________________

Bank and  Bank Code: ____________________________________

________________________________________________________
I will set up a standing order to the account of "Friends of
Partnership” 
place, date ______________________________________________

signature________________________________________________

Eingetragener Verein zur Förderung der Partnerschaft der Ev.-luth. Kirchenkreise
Durban, Melle, Pirna und Umngeni / Registered Association for the Promotion of

Partnership by the Evangelical Lutheran Circuits Durban, Melle, Pirna and Umngeni
Vorsitzender/ Chairman:
Heribert Duscha, Parkstr. 5 31707 Bad Eilsen, Tel.:(0949/ 0) 5722/892469, E-Mail: h.duscha@gmx.de 
Bankverbindung: Konto-Nr. 101 493 Kreissparkasse Melle  (BLZ 265 522 86) 

FRIENDSFRIENDS

Co-operate!
Don’t hesitate to pass over a comment about this newsletter, news
to be published or e-mail addresses of other interested persons to
h.duscha@gmx.de

Maybe...
...some body wants to join our
association “Friends of partner-
ship” These are our objectives: 
The development association
“Friends of partnership“ works
an the conviction that partner-
ship between people of diffe-
rent culture should be encoura-
ged in order to achieve justice
and peace in this world. So our
association supports partnership
on circuit level as well as on
congregational level in the circu-
its of Melle, Durban, Pirna und
Umngeni. Our association backs
and develops constituent pro-
jects, does promotion of publici-
ty, fund raising, and other mea-
sures on this concern. 
To apply for membership please
print and fill in the application
form, and send it to our treasu-
rer, Mrs Elke Eilers, Sonnenweg
3, D-49152 Bad Essen, Germany.
You may as well simply send a
mail encluding your details to
elke4eedruck@aol.com. 
Annual subscription in Germany
is at least Euro 12.00. For rates
in South Africa, please, ask Elke. 


