
Newsletter to members and friends

Dean Thulani. C. Nzama, who 
had been reelected into of� ce for 
another 6 year term in May 2012, 
was of� cially installed by Bishop 
P. P. Buthelezi at a festive service 
in the Durban City Hall, ” February, 
10, 2013

Sanibonani abangame,
Dear Friends of Partnership,
Liebe Mitglieder und Freun-
de sowie Freundinnen von 

This is our Newsletter No. 10, 
June 2013

“Friends of Partnership” joint for 
its annual assembly on May 15, 
2013 in Bad Essen parish Hall. 
The main items:
I. It accepted the report of its exe-
cutive committee and of Mrs Nca-
mi MaDlamini Khumalo (next page)
II. Mrs Monika Schlonski resig-
ned from the deputy chair, she is 
succeeded by Mrs Elke Eilers. The 
assembly gave thanks to Monika 
for commitment to FoP for about 
ten years. Ms Franziska Hesse, 
Diakonia, is elected the treasurer. 
Rev. Elfriede Siemens, Bad Essen, 
is sent to the executive committee 
by Bramsche Circuit Council.
III. Concerning the Bishopstowe 
project the assembly appreciates 
the steps done by the Coordina-
ting Committee and Rev.Ntuli from 
KwaZulu-Natal Christian Council. 
Friends of Partnership and Diako-
nia Osnabrück is ready for � nanci-
al support when the kitchen has to 
be installed.
IV. Mr Grube reported on the stay 
of the Ezemvelo kickers’ visit gui-
ded by Dr. Mkhize and Mrs Ncami 
MDlamini Khumalo who were invi-
ted by Diakonia Osnabrück to be 
trained by local 3rd division soccer 
club VfL Osnabrück.

Dean Nkosinathi Myaka being as 
well re-elected in May 2012, was 
of� cially installed by Bishop P. P. 
Buthelezi at a festive service in Su-
kuma Comprehensive School Hall 
on May, 12, 2013
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All about the Deans

Here are the faces, names and mail addresses of the deans of the 
fi ve partnership circuits:

Durban Circuit
Dean Thulani Nzama, nzamatc@gmail.com 

Umngeni Circuit
Dean Nkosinathi Myaka, nmmyaka@vodamail.co.za

Pirna circuit
Dean Uta Krusche-Räder, suptur.pirna@evlks.de

Melle-Georgsmarienhütte circuit
Dean Wolfgang Loos, wolfgang.loos@evlka.de

Bramsche circuit
Dean Hans Hentschel, hans.hentschel@evlka.de



OLDENDORF PARISH 
(MELLE-GEORGSMARIEN-
HÜTTE CIRCUIT)
Travelling to the South 
from 29 June to 13 July 2013

These delegates with Birgit Wier-
specker (Chairlady of the parish 
council, second from right) amd 
Rev. Karsten Keding (right) from 
Oldendorf parish, Melle-Georgs-
marienhütte circuit, will see Mpu-
malanga parish, Umngeni Circuit, 
from June, 29.to July, 13. A � rst 
public report about the visit is pl-
anned for the sunday service at 
July 27 in an open air service – if 
the weather is nice. 

Partnership Committees

SOUTH AFRICA

Report by Mrs Ncami MaDla-
mini Khumalo to Rev. Heribert 
Duscha and Mr Heiko Grube on 
April,27, 2013.

2012 has been an election year 
to handle partnership matters in-
cluding deanery and youth cen-
tre. On 20th of March there was a 
breakthrough of the coordinating 
committee. Mr Mfeka has passed 
on and there is presently a new 
co-ordinating committee for Umn-
geni and Durban circuits: 

Members from Umngeni circuit:
Dean Myaka
Mr Pius Mbuyisa (Chair)
(piusmbuyisa@telkomsa.net)
Mr Siya Nkosi (Treasurer)
Mrs Thuli Luthulu (Secretary)

Members from Durban circuit:
Dean TC Nzama
Mr Z Khumalo (Chair) 
(KhumalZ@eskom.co.za)
Mr Majola (Secretary)
Mr Zuke (Treasurer)

The Partnership Co-ordinating 
Committee Chairperson is Mr 
Zweli Khumalo, Deputy Chair-
person Mr Mbuyisa, Secretary is 
Mrs Thuli Luthuli, Deputy Secreta-
ry being Mr Majola, Treasurer Mr 
Zuke, additional members, Dean 
Myaka and Nzama and Project 
Facilitator, Mrs Ncami MaDlamini 
Khumalo. She will provide contact 
details when back in South Africa.

GERMANY

Pirna Circuit
There are no changes in the Pirna 
partnership committee, Mrs Ina- 
Maria Vetter (maria.vetter@t-on-
line.de) being still in the chair. She 
will retire August, 31st, 2013 from 
work. 

Melle-Georgsmarienhütte 
Circuit
The Melle-Georgsmarienhütte cir-
cuit part nership committee voted 
deacon Anke Meckfessel 
(anke.meckfessel@kkmgmh.de) 
to chair 
and circuit youth worker 
deacon Henning Enge 
(henning.enge@jugend-muette.de) 
her deputy. 

Bramsche Circuit
The Bramsche circuit partnership 
committee for Viljandi/Estonia and 
South Africa is chaired by 
Mr Detlev Dreher 
(Detlev-dreher@t-online.de). 
On June, 10, 2013, the committee 
decided to have two sub-commit-
tees, each for the Estonian and 
the South African partnerships. 
For Estonia the sub-committee is 
headed by Detlef Dreher.
For South Africa it's 
Susanne Storck 
(susanne.storck@osnanet.de)

Bishopstowe Project
Rev Ntuli is being absorbed by the KwaZulu-Natal Council 
of Churches (KZNCC) and extended to another year. 
He has been an anchor to the Bishopstowe Project, involved in training 
youth participating, and youth community project led by Rev Ntuli. Soil 
has been taken for sample by the Department of Agriculture, Cedara. 
There is ABSA as potential supporter. Rev Ntuli is responsible for the 
training project and building is for the coordinating committee.

DIAKONIA IN CITY 
AND DISTRICT OSNABRÜCK
Emzevelo Wildlife Soccer Cham-
pions in Osnabrück from April, 
18 to 29, 2013
Diakonia of Osnabrück City and 
District invited three players of 
Emzevelo Youth Soccer Cham-
pionship for a training at VfL Os-
nabrück. They were accompa-
nied by the leader of Emzevelo 
Wildlife KwaZulu- Natal, Dr. Ban-
dile Mkhize, and the community 
manager Mrs Ncami MaDlamini 
Khumalo. Cf. Rhinos are close to 
Melle- (http://www.noz.de/loka-
les/71851525/nashoerner-haben-
mit-melle-zu-tun

These delegates with Birgit Wier-



PIRNA CIRCUIT
Travelling to the South 
from 10 Feb to 3 March 2013

Mrs Almut Pabel, Mrs Sabine Soff-
ner, Mrs Christina Schöne, Mr Diet-
rich Schildbach, Gottfried and Mrs 
Gabriele Köhler from Pirna circuit 
visited their partner parishes Pie-
termaritzburg-North and Mtulwa 
in Umngeni Circuit. One delegate 
had to return before of� cial end 
of the visit to Germany and was 
accompanied by another one. So 
only four could enjoy the  whole 
trip. The delegates published a 
very detailed report on their expe-
riences including some pictures. 
(http://www.kirchenbezirk-pirna.
de/Aktuelles_Wenn_einer_eine_
Reise_tut_.42d445/). We are quao-
ting some passages: 
"Deciding to visit our partner pa-
rishes in South Africa in February 
we were not aware that we would 
meet a very rainy and hot summer. 
Nearly each afternoon there came 
a thunderstorm bringing the rain 
in the evening and night. We had 
a lot of questions concerning edu-
cation aid. We became aware that 
our partnership cannot be reduced 
to donations."
In this report, you will � nd a lot of 
re� ections on travelling, on meals, 
on living, landscape and language 
matters. The delegates worshipp-
ed together with their partners, 
were guests in different families, 
saw a number of schools, including 
their partner school, the Khwezi-
Primary-School in Sobantu/Pieter-
maritzburg.

It seems the delegates were espe-
cially impressed by some excur-
sions. The Mtulwa partners took 
them to Nhlangakazi to the “Holy 
Mountain” where they gained after 
climbing up a wonderful view on 
the surrounding landscape. In the 

closing days the delegates had the 
opportunity to see some game in 
Hluhluwe iMfolozi and Tala-Game-
Reserves. We thank God for all 
protection during our trip and for 
having the opportunity to admire 
his wonderful creation.”

CHRISTIANENBURG PARISH (DURBAN CIRCUIT)
Travelling to the North from 13 June to 3 July 2013

ARENSHORST PARISH (BRAMSCHE CIRCUIT)
Travelling to the South end of August 2013

Delegations and other visits

Delegation on the Holy Mountain

The next delegation arrived in their 
German partner parish Bad Essen 
(Bramsche circuit) on June 13 co-
ming from Christianenburg parish 
(Durban circuit). The three dele-
gates, Mr Mbongeni Goodwill Nzuza, 
Mrs Makhosa zama Cynthia Bhengu 

and Ms Nontobeko Brenda Msomi 
(from left) will stay untill July, 3. 
On occasion of this visit, Rev. He-
ribert Duscha will again launch the 
partnership book, this time in Bad 
Essen on June, 25.

Now the conclusion is made: Four 
delegates will go end of August for 
three weeks to South Africa to pay 
an of� cial visit to our partner pa-
rish Ntuzuma near Durban: Lena 
Hinnenkamp, Simone Koch, Anna 
Hinnenkamp and Jörn Schnieder 
(from left). 

They will visit our partners in or-
der to strengthen and deepen the 
since long existing good relations 
of our parishes. Our friends are al-
ready preparing the program. For 
sure, the delegation will worship 
together in Ntuzuma and get to 
know the soup kitchen.



EXHIBITION IN OSNABRÜCK
Stephan Leiwe’s (see photo 
right) South African paintings
A series of paintings originating 
from his travelling to Mooi River in 
2005 as a member of the Melle St. 
Petri delegation were represented 
in an exhibition in Osnabrück St. 
Mary’s Church until May, 16. The 
exhibition was launched in die pre-
sence of seven guests from Mfolo-
zi circuit.

PALM SUNDAY IN DURBAN
Palm Sunday was again jointly 
celebrated by St.Michael’s and 
Durban Evangelical Lutheran Pa-
rish (Lutherkirche and St. Pauls 
(ELCSA-NT). Special Guests: The 
Göttingen Boys Choir with their 
beautiful singing. After the ser-
vice St.Michael’s spent every-
body (around 400 people) with 
a braai - thank you!!! (http://
www.elcsadurban.co.za/Home/
Home_-_News_%26_Events/Ent-
ries/2013/3/24_Joint_Palm_Sun-
day_Service_at_St.Michaels.html)

PARTNERSHIP BOOK
Rev..Duscha is once 
more invited to 
launch the partner-
ship book in Bad Es-
sen June, 25 after he 
did so already in Bad 
Eilsen, Melle-St Petri 

and Hilter. There will follow the last 
presentation in October in Pirna 
circuit. Hopefully, the English versi-
on can be launched end of the year 
in Durban and Umngeni circuits. 
Mrs Rhosta Gcaba is still busy in 
handling this matter with the help 
of Mrs Nolwazi Gcaba, Mrs Ncami 
Khumalo and Dean Myaka.

MELLE-ST.-PETRI VISITING
PIETERMARITZBURG SOUTH?
There is the idea of the Melle-St 
Petri-partnership committee to vi-
sit their partners in Pietermaritz-
burg South parish.

+ news in short + news in photos + news in short + news in photos + news in short

CHATWORTH PARISH AT DURBAN BEACH FOR CHRISTMAS TRIP

FLOODS IN MSINGA AREA IN JANUARY

Rev..Duscha is once 
more invited to 
launch the partner-
ship book in Bad Es-
sen June, 25 after he 
did so already in Bad 
Eilsen, Melle-St Petri 

and Hilter. There will follow the last 



Terrible Floods in Pirna Circuit
For the third time since 2002, the River Elbe fl ooded some of the towns and villages in Pirna circuit as 
well as other regions on its way to the North Sea. The parishes Bad Schandau, Struppen (including Stadt 
Wehlen and Dorf Wehlen) Königstein, Pirna and Heidenau were hidden most. Ina-Maria Vetter (maria.
vetter@t-online.de), well known in partnership work, blogged a daily report at the homepage of Bad 
Schandau parish including photos (www.kirche-bad-schandau.de/ aktuell.html and www.kirche-bad-
schandau.de/bilder-bad-schandau.html). Many e-mails from former Melle circuit but also from the South 
African partners were received and friends prayed for friends. Here we print some of Ina-Maria's reports 
and show some photos.

Situation on 5th June
The sun is shining in Bad Schandau. 
Those people, who still stay in the 
town, are discussing. The peak of 
the � ood is expected for the next 
night – and all are hoping that it 
stopps under the level of 2002.
The protecting walls of the hotel 
“Elbresidenz” did not resist against 
the masses of water, it have been 
simply to low (even higher wall 
might not have resisted). We think 
and hope that the church is only 
� ooded at the basement out of 
sand stone. This would mean that 
we are not pushed to re-build that 
much.
Currently we can’t say when we 
can start to clean and sort out. 
Please pray for us and have us in 
mind!

Situation on 6th June
The peak of the � ood has been 
reached, which means that after all 
we know the water will not come 
to a higher level. It is now one me-
ter below the record mark of 2002 
– that is good, but never the less 
horrible. The people who are still 
staying in town, somehow have to 
kill the time: They are talking much 
and they are helping each another. 
The space to move isn’t that large. 
Since short time one needs a per-
mit to enter the town from outside 
– we know this from times before – 
and I can understand this action of 
the local authorities: Firstly to ob-
serve a catastrophe is very interes-
ting for some people, secondly the 
streets are so small that even the 
cars of emergency organizations 
have problems to pass through. 
Now we wait for, that the water is 
that friendly to move away. Pray for 
us.

Situation on 7th June
The water level is falling. Now it’s 
time to make plans for the coming 
day. That good – for me personally 
it will become stress, as I’m again 
on my well known place (Ina-Maria 
organized the  help in the location 
already during the last � oods)  try-
ing to get the right people to the 
right place. I have got a tent (feel ing 
like camping) and today it looked 
like an idyll. But I haven’t worked 
there today as I was on the road 
the day over. In the evening I will 
complete my “of� ce”.
There over we have to wait – no-
body can tell exactly, who can go 
when to which place. Of course all 
people want to get the mud and 
damaged furniture, machines and 
other equipment out of the room 
as soon as possible and to  have 
a little of normal life. I think that 
we can start in the church and in 
the parish hall earliest on Monday 
– before we can start with this the 
� re brigade has to clean the streets 
and paths from the mud. So we 
don’t want to walk thru all this.



May God bless all of us.

iNkosi busisa sonke!

Möge Gott uns alle segnen.

Situation on 9th June
8 am: The town is peaceful. From 
time to time one can hear the noise 
of electricity generators. It would 
be nice not to have this brown wa-
ter! Status-meeting.
8:30 am: First calls asking for help 
are coming in. People start to sort 
out. No, we don’t have dryers.
10:00 am: The parish starts with 
preparations for its service. First 
sounds of the trombones to be 
heart. A cross is erected, � owers 
are brought.
11:00 am: The service starts. It is 
empowering.
2:30 pm: An enormous  shower 
is coming down. Four people are 
holding my of� ce tent with their 
bodies to provide having an UFO 
� ying through the town. The wa-
ter sanitation under my tent opens 
through the pressure and the four 
people holding my tent are stan-
ding in the water.
3:00 pm: The sun is shining and the 
� re brigade runs out as there are 
new damages. Food is provided, 
people are cleaning. And again 
alarm because of the heavy rains.
6:00:  A new thunderstorm, even in 
Sebnitz one can see sand sacks to 
provide the water coming into the 
houses.
Lord, how long will it take…

Situation on 10th June
“Yesterday evening, there was a 
rainbow over Sebnitz town.
This morning the water was that far 
gone that we were able to enter the 
church. At 7 am it was silent in town 
Bad Schandau, everything was so-
mehow glazed by the brown mud. 
At 8 am it became livly. We had 
some helpers, it could have been 
some more. This is said for the 
town, not for the church where we 
had enough helpers. And then the 
well-known chaos started, nothing 
really works together – but at the 
end of the day one can see how 
much we can reach in a day.
There are people who are well or-
ganized, and there are others who 
are not as they don’t know how to 
do. And some are even not pre-
sent. Tomorrow we’ll go on.
Hartmut is co-ordinating the work 
in the church, and I’m covered with 
work by the municipality. May God 
spend enough power for us.
Thank you for all prayers, thank 
you for thinking on us!!”

Situation on 11th June
Cleaning… The town is full of was-
te – again. People stand in front of 
the ruins of their work. But it has to 
go on. We have people helping us 
– there could be more. It is again 
amazing to see, what can happen 
in two days. We can worship in 
church again, for the � rst time we 
make use of the old chairs which 
were donated to the parish after 
the � oods in 2002. The new one 
would “suffer” in the high humidi-
ty which is still in the walls. Today 
there was enough to eat what is 
very important. Helpers and peop-
le from Bad Schandau have brown 
spangled closes, the faces are 
grey and tired. For some problems 
we � nd solutions, not for all. Never 
the less: We go on! Thanks for all 
help! Thanks for all Prayers!

On the homepage of 
Pirna circuit 
(www.kirchenbezirk-pirna.de)
The churches of Bad Schandau 
and Wehlen town and the persona-
ges of Bad Schandau, Königstein, 
Pirna and Heidenau were reached 
and fl ooded by the water. In St. 
Mary’s church the water was only 
in the cellar. In Pirna also the Child-
rens House and the Evangelical 
Primary School are watered.
Tobis Hupfer, circuit social worker 
at Diakonia Pirna, is organizing ma-
terial and fi nancial help.



Association „Friends of Partnership“ e.V.
Membership application

Hereby I apply for a membership in „Friends of Partnership“ 

beginning with ____________. I agree with the aims of the 
association as mentioned.

Annual subscription (1,00 Euro/month = 12 Euro/year)
(10,00 Rand/month = 120 Rand/year)

other subscription amount

_____ Euro/month = _______ Euro/year

name. family name ______________________________________

________________________________________________________

pysical address __________________________________________

________________________________________________________

postal address __________________________________________

________________________________________________________

email __________________________________________________

for German only:
Account Nr.: ____________________________________________

Bank and  Bank Code: ____________________________________

________________________________________________________
I will set up a standing order to the account of "Friends of
Partnership” 
place, date ______________________________________________

signature________________________________________________

Eingetragener Verein zur Förderung der Partnerschaft der Ev.-luth. Kirchenkreise
Durban, Melle, Pirna und Umngeni / Registered Association for the Promotion of

Partnership by the Evangelical Lutheran Circuits Durban, Melle, Pirna and Umngeni
Vorsitzender/ Chairman:
Heribert Duscha, Parkstr. 5 31707 Bad Eilsen, Tel.:(0949/ 0) 5722/892469, E-Mail: h.duscha@gmx.de 
Bankverbindung: Konto-Nr. 101 493 Kreissparkasse Melle  (BLZ 265 522 86) 

FRIENDSFRIENDS

Co-operate!
Don’t hesitate to pass over a comment about this newsletter, news
to be published or e-mail addresses of other interested persons to
h.duscha@gmx.de

Maybe...
...some body wants to join our
association “Friends of partner-
ship” These are our objectives: 
The development association
“Friends of partnership“ works
an the conviction that partner-
ship between people of diffe-
rent culture should be encoura-
ged in order to achieve justice
and peace in this world. So our
association supports partnership
on circuit level as well as on
congregational level in the circu-
its of Melle, Durban, Pirna und
Umngeni. Our association backs
and develops constituent pro-
jects, does promotion of publici-
ty, fund raising, and other mea-
sures on this concern. 
To apply for membership please
print and fill in the application
form, and send it to our treasu-
rer, Mrs Elke Eilers, Sonnenweg
3, D-49152 Bad Essen, Germany.
You may as well simply send a
mail encluding your details to
elke4eedruck@aol.com. 
Annual subscription in Germany
is at least Euro 12.00. For rates
in South Africa, please, ask Elke. 

Maybe...
...some body wants to join our 
association “Friends of partner-
ship”. These are our objectives: 
The development association 
“Friends of partnership“ works an 
the conviction that partnership 
between people of different
culture should be encouraged 
in order to achieve justice and 
peace in this world. So our as-
sociation supports partnership 
on circuit level as well as on con-
gregational level in the circuits of 
Melle-Georgsmarienhütte, Bram-
sche, Durban, Pirna, Umnge-
ni and Umvoti. Our association 
backs and develops constituent 
projects, does promotion of pu-
blicity, fund raising, and other 
measures on this concern.
To apply for membership please 
print and fill in the application 
form, and send it to our treasu-
rer, Mrs Franziska Hesse, c/o 
Diakonia, Riemsloher Straße 5, 
D-49324 Melle, Germany.
You may as well simply send a
mail encluding your details to  
sekretariat.gf@dw-osl.de.
Annual subscription in Germany
is at least Euro 12.00. For rates
in South Africa, please, ask Fran-
ziska.


