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Newsletter to members and friends

-Chairperson’s Word

Dear friends of partnership,
Is it 40 years ago or is it since 40 
years? This question came up to 
me, locking to the photo taken 
by the photographer Sam Mzi-
ma in Soweto at June 16th, 1976. 
The photo documents the killing 
of at least 400 children and stu-
dents by the governmental police 
of  South Africa. This crying picture 
of the fate of Hector Pieterson, this 
young pupil on the arms of a man 
– his crying sister next to him - lea-
ded the anti-Apartheid movement 
to the question: “Apartheid - how 
long?” Since that day in Soweto, 
when racism showed it’s devil face 

to a worldwide public, this picture 
gives power against racism. I was 
15 years old in 1976, I read the bio-
graphy of Martin Luther King and 
thought, that after the holocaust in 
Germany we had learned our lec-
ture about the devil of racism. Ten 
years later, when I met a partner-
ship delegation in Melle for my first 
time, I learned in the daily meetings 
in the parishes, that the face of the 
devil named racism was still on its 
way amongst daily life in Germany, 
covered by the “friendly smile” of 
ignorance. To defend democracy 
is fighting against racism – those 
days and today. For me it means 
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since that time: Discover, descri-
be and discuss what is injustice, 
exploitation, abuse and the mis-
sing of respect for human life were 
ever you hear, see or feel this in a 
“friendly smile” of your neighbor. It 
is easy to rise up after looking to 
those pictures of the world wide 
press, which we can see every day: 
Refugees, children soldier’s or kid-
naped girls. It is difficult to say "no" 
to racism of your neighbor, friend 
or colleague. But this, dear friends 
of partnership, has to be our way - 
calm but firm.

Thandeka abangame,  
dear Friends of Partnership, 
liebe Mitglieder und Freunde 
sowie Freundinnen von 

This is our Newsletter No. 15, 
July 2016

 greet you all in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 sinakhonza yon-
ke egameni leNkosi wethu uJesu 
Christu.

Elke Eilers Heribert Duscha

Say "no" to your neighbours racism!
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by Elke Eilers, chairlady

The annual membership meeting of 
Friends of Partnership takes place 
at June 6th, 2016 in the parish hall 
of Bad Essen parish. The agenda 
and the minutes are published on 
the website of Friends of Partner-
ship. The main Information’s and 
Decisions are:

The new constitution of the 
association is registered at court
The new constitution of the as-
sociation is registered at Osna-
brück court with the help of the 
notary’s office Wedegärtner in Mel-
le. It’s also translated into English 
and published on the website of 
Friends of Partnership. Elke Eilers 
expressed here hope that the new 
partnership contracts between 
the church circuits, hold on with 
the involvement and network with 
Friends of Partnership.

New treasurer
Franziska Hesse, Treasure of 
Friends of Partnership since 2014, 
stepped back from this assign-
ment. Elke Eilers expresses the 
honors of the board for her volun-
tary work. The assembly elected 
Susanne Koch (photo) from Arens-
horst parish (Bramsche circuit) – its 
new treasurer.

Farming Project 
Churches Agape Foods 
The annual assembly of the mem-
bers of Friends of Partnership de-
cides that the project Churches 
Agape food farming project will get 
an yearly donation of 2,000.00 €. 
The money will be transferred eve-
ry year in December. The project is 
asked to give its reports (work and 
using the financial support) every 
half a year in the beginning of No-
vember and Mai.

Volunteer program will be 
actually not be supported 
by Friends of Partnership
The request of Elke Eilers and Anke 
Meckfessel to the membership 
meeting of Friends of Partnership 
to start a financial and goodwill 
support of the exchange of volun-
teers from South Africa to Germa-
ny had been given back for a new 
request and report of the issues to 
the assembly in 2017.

News from Friends of Partnership

Bishopstowe Project

PROGRESS REPORT
Report by Mrs Ncami Msimang

The Bishopstowe Subsistence 
Farming Gardening Project is the 
initiative of the Evangelical Luthe-
ran Church in Southern Africa.  It 
is based in Pietermaritzburg, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, South Africa. Its main 
objective is to empower young 
and unemployed adults with ba-
sic farming skills. Its beneficiaries 
come from Durban, Pietermaritz-
burg and adjacent communities 
who have a partnership with the 
Lutheran Church in the Osnabruck 
District.
In 2014, the project trained 6 
young adults in vegetable garde-
ning (spinach, cabbage, beetro-
ot, carrot, butternut and onions). 
And breeding and raising chicken, 
ducks and pigs. The cycle of the 
first lessons was completed on 
2015 and the product was excep-
tional, for beginners.

To date there are:
- 200 chickens,
- 19 ducks,
- 21 pigs.

- Seeds for potatoes to put on soil 
on 18 July 2016.

They are many challenges that 
the project is dealing with:
- Accommodation of learners,
- Providing professional mentor-
ship,

- Catering,  
- Breeding chickens for both meat 
and eggs,

- Sustainability and
- Rolling the project to communi-
ties mentioned above.

The project is in need of profes-
sional guidance that will ensure 
effective, sustainable, yet environ-
mentally friendly methods of basic 
farming. Partnership with farmers 
and agricultural institutions to-
wards skills transfer through men-
torship, exchange programmes is 
hereby commended.

Contact Persons:
Dean Nkosinathi Myaka
elcumngeni@telkomsa.net
Mrs Ncami Msimang
Ncami.Dlamini@gmail.com

Friends of Partnership – Annual Membership Meeting 
June 6th, 2016 in Bad Essen
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What a surprise when we came 
to the Bishopstowe Project today, 
which is now called “Farming Project 
Churches Agape Foods”. We met 
two of the workers, Philip Nsiban-
de and Zithobile Mkhize in the pro-
ject (both from Imbali congregation, 
PMB-South parish), who showed us 
some of the animals and some of 
the planting projects. 
First of all: The production of hens 
and chicken is successful and 
 makes a profit of 1,900 Rand per 
month alone (see table). 

The same, the production of salads 
and other vegetables has been suc-
cessful. Dean Myaka told us two 
evenings before that the production 
and selling has been so good, that 
they are now improving to optimize 
the plots for plantings to offer eve-
rything the whole year and not only 
seasonal. It seems as if the market 
is very much in favour of the pro-
ducts. We hope to meet members 
of the project board the next days to 
speek about the future plans of the 
project.

News from Friends of Partnership

Calculation:
100 chicken per month
Expenses

100 baby chicken 550.00 SAR 

straw 200.00 SAR 

feeding 2,300.00 SAR 

sum 3,050.00 SAR 

receipts

93 hens 5,500.00 SAR 

profit 2,450.00 SAR 

153.00 € 

The Project is on the Run
Report by Eckhard Eilers, from the South-Africa-blog, 14 July 2016, on www.eilers-media.de 

Zithobile Mkhize Philip Nsibande
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News from Friends of Partnership

KwaZulu Natal Council of Churches 
donated these garden tools.

The tractor was donated by the KwaZulu-Natal department of agriculture.

The church hall is sometimes used 
for meetings.

Watering is very importend

Phillip giving information to Elke. Photo of the project site, taken from the plot where the new deanery is on 
the way to be finished (see page 6)
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Meetings and Visits

Revival of friendships by privat visit
Elke and Eckhard Eilers visited friends in the South in April

It has been a long time dream to  
visit our friends in South Africa af-
ter our last holiday trip 15 years 
ago – 15 years of developments 
and changes.
So Elke and myself decided in 
September 2015 to spend three 
weeks holidays in South Africa in 
April 2016. And we were very hap-
py to get so many positive res-
ponce from our friends side: They 
offered accomodation and parts 
of program. You will understand, 
that we are not able to report eve-
ry second of our stay. So we can 
only link you to our daily reports 
in the internet. This so-called blog 
is pub lic at www.eilers-media.de 
until end of this year. One example 
is shown right on this page: Our vi-
site to the "Inanda Heritage Route" 
North of the Durban City.
Never the less we extend the gree-
ting of all the people we visited: 
Nolwazi Molapo (born Gcaba) with 
her husband Mohlanka and the five 
years old twin daughters Kholu and 
Ntoitse; Happy and Bongani Mzila 
and their children; Dean Nkosina-
thi Myaka, Rev. Magdalene Nza-
ma and all the young people living 
in her home; Philip Nsibande and 
Zithobile Mkhize, working at the 
Farming Project in Bishops towe; 
Mama Rejoyce Mfeka; Pius Mbuy-
isa and family; Ingrid Thompson; 
Ncami MaDlamini Msimang and her 
husband Bongani; Zama and Kha-
ya Hlengwa with their parents and 
their children Sammy, Asha and 
the small daughter; Rhosta, Fikile, 
Xolani and Mpilo Gcaba, James 
Hlongwa and his family, Beauty 
Msomi; Rev. Sithole, many mem-
bers of Christianenburg parish.
Our experiences at and about 
the Farming Projects Churches 
Agape Food in Bishopstowe are 
presented at pages 3 and 4.

On the Inanda Heritage Route (April 23th, 2016)

Inanda ist a part of Durban Metro 
Munucipality in the North of the city, 
in a distance of about 25 km. It’s a 
lively, sometime violent area, as many 
people from other parts of the pro-
vince found a first place near Durban 
in the past, but also today. Inanda is 
part new township called INK (Inanda, 
Ntuzuma, KwaMashu). Round about 
600,000 citizens are living in INK. In-
anda is the oldest of the areas, esta-
blished in the 1900s, KwaMashu was 
established between 1955 and 1966 
and Ntuzuma was built in the 1970s.
In the past an important part of re-
sistance again the political and soci-
al injustice and the rasism under the 
name Apartheid started in the area of 
Inanda. The tourism office of Durban 
(www.durbanexperience.co.za) ins-
talled the so called Inanda Heritage 
Route which connects many place of 
political and cultural heritage. Three 
of these places Elke and me visited 
yesterday together with our good 
friend and host Rhosta Gcaba.
The first place to see was the Phoenix 
settlement, which “was foundes by 
Gandhi in 1904 after he visited the 
Trappist community at Mariann-
hill and read John Ruskin’s “To This 
Last”. Phoenix represented a belief in 
the equality of all labour, the value of 
manual work and a simple life com-
munal lifestyle. The newspaper IND-
IAN OPINION was printed at Phoenix 
until its closure in 1961. Throughout 
its long history, Phoenix Settlement 
has always been at the forefront of 
struggle for justice, peace and equali-
ty. … During the “1985 Inanda Riots” 
much of the settlement was burnt to 
the ground, but after 1994 it was ca-
refully reconstructed. Gandhi’s house 
Sarvodaya, the printing press building 
(today a community clinic), and the 

Phoenix Interpretation Centre all form 
part of the Phoenix Settlement.”* We 
have been happy to put our feet in 
the reconstructed home of Mahadma 
Gandhi, which I had the advantage to 
see in its original surface when I had 
been here during my first South-Afri-
ca-visit in the year 1980.
Second place to visit on the tour was 
the Zulu Christian Industrial School, 
which “was founded by John Dube 
in 1900. John Dube fundraised in the 
United States for the school he in-
tended to start in Natal.”* John Dube 
became the first president of the Afri-
can National Congress (ANC) later on. 
The school “produced” a large num-
ber of well-known people which be-
came very important for the struggle 
for freedom and for the change and 
the empowerment of the majority of 
people in the 1990s. Highlight on this 
place was to see the place, where 
Nelson Mandela voted in the first de-
mocratic election in 1994.
The last, but most important visit was 
to the “Inanda Seminary for Girls, 
which was the first school of this 
kind for black girls in southern Africa. 
Daniel and Lucy Lindley, American 
Board missionaries based at eNanda, 
(…) opened the school in 1869. There 
were 19 students, all of them boar-
ders.”* The most important: Rhosta 
Gcaba and her older sister Beauty 
Msomi once studied in this school. 
So Rhosta was able to give us in-
formation first hand: Sad moments 
and happy moments, moments of 
success, moments of taking care for 
others. This made us able to under-
stand the importance of this place for 
the education of generations of black 
women.

*Marked texts are taken from:  
Durban City Guide: Inanda Heritage Route
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Meetings and Visits

Reformation and Partnership
South Africans visited the circuit in Osnabrück region

Report by Bärbel Recker-Preukin
Published by Neue Osnabrücker 
Zeitung on May 15th, 2016
Edited by Eckhard Eilers
Photos: Bärbel Recker-Preukin  
(1, above) and Eckhard Eilers

Eight guests from South Africa 
visited parishes and institutions 
in the Lutheran circuits Melle-Ge-
orgsmarienhütte, Osnabrück and 

Bramsche from 10th to 30th May 
2016. Many delegation members 
never had been to Europe, but met 
friends, when they were welcomed 
in Georgsmarienhütte. The good 
connection between people from 
different continents was percepti-
ble when guests, hosts and friends 
of the parish partnerships met the 
first time in this tour. “We are ce-
lebrating the unity of Christians as 

emblem of the reformation and our 
partnerships”, Anke Meckfessel 
said as the chairlady of the joined 
partnership committee in Osna-
brück region.
Partnership between German and 
South African parishes and circuits 
is well known in the region around 
Osnabrück since decades. Pari-
shes and circuits support many 
projects in South Africa, they are 
engaged in the education of young 
South Africans and visits to boths 
sides strengthen the contacts. 

Since more than 40 year the circuit 
Melle (-Georgsmarienhütte) is ac-
tive in partnership, since 30 years 
Georgsmarienhütte and Bramsche 
circuit are on board. After the new 
construction of cicuits in the Os-
nabrück region, the parishes hold 
on with their long going relations to 
the South.
For the very first time, this stay 
had been a visit to the region with 
its circuits Osnabrück, Bramsche 
and Melle-Georgsmarienhütte. The 

The delegation at the welcome evening in Georgsmarienhütte

Dean Myaka handing over present to Mrs. Gisela Löhberg (synod-chair-
lady Osnabrück, Dean Hans Hentschel (Bramsche) and Dean Hannes 
Meyer-ten-Thoren (Melle Georgsmarienhütte) in Bramsche St. Martin.

Friends of Partnership: Irmhild 
Köster (Venne), Dean Nkosinathi 
Myaka (Umnegeni circuit) and Elke 
Eilers (Bad Essen).
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Meetings and Visits

"Fly on education"

This has been the motto of an un-
usual fund raising project in the 
Melle-Georgsmarienhütte Circuit 
between Easter and Pentecost. 
"We had expected much less", 
Dean Hannes Meyer-ten Thoren 
was thrilled by the overwhelming 
response to the fund rising activity. 
All who were ready to join, got a 
colony of plastic flamingos on the 
doorstep, and got rid of by a dona-
tion. Some people, however, found 
the pink dummies so beautiful that 
they would have preferred to keep 
them, Anke Meckfessel, the  Chair 
of the Circuit Partnership Commit-
tee reported. 
The funds will go to the long exis-
ting bursary fund in the circuits of 
Durban, Umngeni and Umvoti. One 
of these flamingo families roamed 
around for this purpose for almost 
two months in the circuit. At the 
end, of more than 100 education 
friends donated while at the same 
time the parishes did collections in 
their services. 
When the delegates came in May, 
donors were invited to a South Af-
rican meal in the Melle-Buer con-
gregation hall. The initiators are 
encouraged to repeat such activity. 
Perhaps "with other animals", Dean 
Meyer-ten Thoren considered.

The photo above shows advocate Dr. 
Hans Wedegärtner in Melle as educa-
tion-friend. More than 20 years ago, 
he gave Nolwazi Gcaba the chance 
to learn some German law while she 
stood as the first volunteer in Melle cir-
cuit in the year 1994.

guests have been sent by the cir-
cuits Mfolozi, Umngeni, Durban 
and Umvoti from the province Kwa-
Zulu-Natal and from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Afri-
ca, South Eastern Diocese (ELC-
SA-SED). 26 parishes of Bramsche 
and Melle-Georgsmarienhütte cir-
cuits and the circuit of Osnabrück 
are included in this relation.
The program included (beside per-
sonal meetings) visits to Hanover 
and Wittenberg, informations in the 

new “Cafè Mandela” in Osnabrück, 
to the circuit synods and pastors 
meetings and to a partnership ser-
vice at 21st May in Bramsche.
Mr. Zwelihle Khumalo, chairman 
of the co-ordinating partnership 
committee of Durban and Umn-
geni circuit and leader of the de-
legation, thanked for the support 
coming from the parishes in Os-
nabrück region. “Every donations 
finds the way to the people and to 
South Africa.” 

Fairwell-Service in St. Mary's church Osnabrück

Meet & Greet after the service in St. Mary's Church Osnabrück
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Meetings and Visits

"The Holy Spirit filled the room!"
Partnership meeting Melle-Petri and Pietermaritzburg-South parishes

Report by Monika Schlonski

Four delegates of the partner pa-
rish Pietermaritzburg-South visited 
the parish Melle St Petri from 9th 
May until 29th May 2016. Siyabon-
ga Nkosi, the Chairman of the pa-
rish partnership committee arrived 
with Pastor Vincent Dumisani Mak-
hanya of Henley Congregation, Si-
mangele Hlongwane of Mooi River 
Congregation and Lucky Derrick 
Dumakude, the treasurer. 
Under the theme of “Reformation 
and the One World”, there were 
many encounters in Melle-Petri, 
and also on circuit level and on the 
level of the federation of circuits in 
Osnabrück area, since at the same 
time also delegates of Melle-Ge-
orgsmarienhütte, Osnabrück and 
Bramsche circuits paid a visit. (see 
page 6 and 7)
The encounter in person, the ex-
change of views and, of course, 
getting to know the parish and its 
facilities was important for us all: 

Experiencing pastoral care accom-
panying old and sick people in the 
Christian Hospital and in the Chris-
tian Senior Foundation were on 
the program as well as visiting the 
Ecumenical facility giving accom-

modation to homeless people and, 
of course, services in Bramsche 
(see page 6) and Melle-Petri and 
encounters with parish members. 
A highlight of the program was 
the Partnership Conference of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission (Her-
mannsburg Mission) in Hannover 
Stephansstift which focused on 
“Reformation and the One World", 
but covered the issue of migra tion 
and escape, too. In Hannover, the-
re were wonderful encounters with 
representatives from other German 
and South African partner circuits, 
including Umfolozi, Ondini, etc. 
Also guests from Brazil, Ethiopia, 
India and Romania had come. Tou-
ching was Pentecost service in 
the church of Stephansstift, which 
was modelled according to the 
early Christian Pentecost. Bishop 
Ralf Meister preached and Lower 
Saxony’s Premier Stephan Weil 
gave the welcome speech. We 
sung and prayed in different langu-
ages. I had the impression that the 
Holy Spirit "filled the room".
After the wonderful service, the 
bus took us to Wittenberg, where 
we could stroll on the following two 
days on "Luther and Melanchthon 
traces". We visited also the garden 
of partnership with the targeted 
500 trees. How we rejoiced to find 
trees from known circuits or even 
from our own circuit and church. 
My impression: These encounters 
have really worth for all.
Most of the time, Dean Mfeka took 
part in the program of this delega-
tion. The delegates joined  as well 
functions in  Melle-Georgsmarien-
hütte Circuit when partaking e.g. 
in the brass band festival in Buer 
and the Africa function in Hilter. A 
special event was the two-days-
workshop at the University of Os-
nabrück "Reasons for flight".

The delegation from Pietermaritzburg-South parish and the parish partnership 
committee of Melle-Petri together with Rev. Sigrid ten Thoren and Dean Han-
nes Meyer-ten Thoren

Mrs Gaenge handed over a present to 
Simangele Hlongwane
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Meetings and Visits

Partnership convention in Saxony
Partnership meeting Pirna circuit, Pietermaritzburg-North and eMtulwa parishes

Report by Ina-Maria Vetter

Reformation and the One World 
– the topic for 2016 of the Luther 
Decade – has animated the Part-
nership committee of Pirna Circuit 
to invite seven friends from the 
partner parishes of Pietermaritz-
burg-North and eMtulwa. Within 
this period the major partnership 
convention of our Lutheran Church 
of Saxony takes place in Meissen 
Academy which shall become a 
global meeting of Lutherans who 
are connected to Saxonian pari-
shes. This convention includes as 
well a Feast of Partnership.
The partnership convention of our 
Saxonian Church met under theme 
of "and I appointed you to go" from 

June 9th to 14th in Meissen. Our 
church had invited all partnerships, 
many joined. Thus, we 100 people 
from four continents gathered, e.g. 
from Russia and the United States, 
from Sweden and from Tansania, 
and as well from South Africa. Most 
of them ended their greetings by 
asking to pray for them because of 
all the difficulties and the sorrows 
they are experiencing. On Monday, 
Mrs Alfred Xaba from Pietermaritz-
burg North was asked for guiding 
us in bible study. We all enjoyed to 
have all these partners with us. The 
convention ended by taking part 
in the pilgrimage in Wittenberg to 
which the Lutherean World Fede-
ration (LWF) had invited.

The Delegation from Pietermaritzburg-North and eMtulwa in Sebnitz (Pirna circuit): (from left) Zinhle Mkhize,  
Rev. Kholiwe Biyela, Alfred Xaba, Thembilihle Gwala, Rev. Sbongile Nxumalo, Thenjiwe Zondi and Mandla Gwala – and 
Dietrich Schildknecht, Bad Gottleuba parish

In talk with the youth

Talking together after service in 
St Afra Church in MeissenBreakfast at Vetter's home in Sebnitz
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News from the circuits and parishes

Pietermaritzburg, LTI

Rev. Dr. Vivian Msomi 

Rev. Dr. Vivian Msomi passed 
away in Pietermaritzburg, Feb-
ruary 10th. Rev. Dr. Msomi ser-
ved first as a pastor in the Sou-
th Eastern Diocese of ELCSA 
before he became the secretary 
for Africa of the Lutheran World 
Federation. After return midst 
of 1980s, he became a lecturer 
and principal of the Theologi-
cal Seminary in Umphumulo. 
In 1992, he was promoted a 
doctor (Ph.D.) after working on 
"Pastoral counselling in South 
Africa with special reference to 
the Zulu" and became the Prin-
cipal (Practical Theology) of the 
Lutheran Theological Institute 
(LTI) in Pietermaritzburg. After 
retiring he served many times in 
Henley Congregation of PMB-
South Parish.

eMtulwa parish

Hoping for help after "no" from Sweden

Pietermaritzburg-South parish

New Preaching Place Impumelelo

Barkhausen-Rabber parish

Catharine-Church
On 2016, April 24th Barkhausen 
Congregation of Barkhausen-Rab-
ber Parish, celebrated the 100th an-
niversary of the restauration of its 
old church of St Catharine which 
was founded indeed 800 years 
ago. Its partner parish Chatsworth 
took the opportunity to send con-
gratulations which were forwarded 
to the audience in the presence of 
Bishop Meister who had given the 
sermon.

Pietermaritzburg-South is expe-
riencing the growing of a new 
preach ing place. February 16th, 
Dean Myaka enjoyed that 10 new 
members joined by being baptised 
by him. The new preaching place is 
called Impumelelo.

eMtulwa parish is still hoping for 
being helped when rebuilding the 
old mud church of Ekhamanzi. 
When Bishop Buthelezi came 
for a visitation to Rev. Sibongile 
Nxumalo’s house (see photo), he 

could not report about help for the 
Church of Sweden. 
Now, during their stay in Pirna cir-
cuit, the delegates from eMtulwa 
parish asked their hosts for sup-
port.
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News from the circuits and parishes
Christianenburg parish

Three new Social-help and Health-promoting projects in the parish

Rhosta Gcaba reports, that in St. 
Boniface Congregation of Chris-
tianenburg Parish, three projects 
have been developed which are 
now working. 

To implement Project 1 (Weekly 
Bread and Christmas Hampers) a 
team of 5 members were assigned 
the task of taking care of welfare 
matters in the congregation.  In the 
midst of myriad of social problems, 
which is a result of unemployment 
and other social ills, it was found 
desirable to provide needy fami-
lies with bread every Sunday and 
ask for donations to buy Christmas 
hampers at the year. The aims are
1. to provide bread on a weekly 

basis to the needy members of 
the parish 

2. to provide Christmas hampers 
to enable families to have a 
good meal on Christmas day 
and for a while thereafter. 

Thus, congregants donate any-
thing edible and money.  Bread is 
supplied on Sunday and money is 
saved towards the Christmas ham-
pers.  December being a month of 
giving, church members give ge-
nerously so that the grocery may 
be available even after the festive 
season. Last Christmas, 32 recipi-
ents were given hampers.  An effort 
is made to provide a well-balanced 
diet.

Project 2 (Health Promoting Life-
style Group) was started by senior 
citizens in the congregation.  It has 
grown from 10 congregants to 35 
people including local community 
members. The purpose of this pro-
ject is to promote a healthy lifestyle 
among senior citizens of the con-
gregation. 
To provide assistance to anyone 
who wishes to join the group irres-
pective of age. Participants can be 
seen to be divided into 3 distinct 
groups. 
Category 1: 
Participants who are healthy  
whose aim is to promote health 
and prevent diseases
Category 2: 
The aged who suffer from chronic 
conditions such as Diabetes, Hy-
pertension, Arthritis and obesity
Category 3 : 
Participants who have debilitating 
health problems and or infectious 
conditions.  This group has people 
with various social problems more 
and above the health problem.  
Some people in this group look 
apparently “healthy” yet they are 
victims of disempowering disabili-
ty e.g. TB and or HIV.
The group meets twice a month to 
do simple exercises according to 
the health needs of the individual 
to fully fleshed aerobics. Speakers 
are invited from various disciplines 
such as: 
- Health to speak about living a 

healthy lifestyle or experiencing 

maximum health despite chronic 
conditions.

- Agriculture to promote door size 
gardens or planting vegetables in 
boxes.

- Social services / Public Sector to 
talk about accessing social secu-
rity grants.

- After the activities for the day the 
group serves a full meal followed 
by fruit tea or juice and cake.  
This is provided by the initial con-
gregation members who started 
the group.

Project 3  (Widows Fellowship 
Group) has only been launched re-
cently. It consists of widows in the 
congregation. It is a support group 
and a social network clique.  Al-
though it is new it is evident that 
it will have to deal with a variety 
of emotional stressful situations.  
In a predominantly patriarchal so-
ciety widows are often margina-
lised. Crisis management, Pastoral 
counselling, dealing with bereave-
ment are issues to deal with when 
confronted with death of a hus-
band. Making a will, self-reliance, 
financial management and various 
similar problems will be challen-
ging matters hence the need to 
invite experts from the Private and 
Public Sector. 
The group will not be dealing with 
the dark side of being a widow. It is 
expected that a social network will 
also include picnics and outings of 
adult educational experiences.

Calendar "Friends in the South 2017" in planing
A calendar with 12 large scaled 
photos (DIN A3) of well known 
friends of the long history of 
partnership is planed by Eck-
hard Eilers. Beside the photos, 

which show the persons in their 
most favourable surrounding, 
the calendar will give some in-
formation about the person's 
life.

If you are interested to get such 
a calendar, please contact Eck-
hard Eilers via e-mail: eckhard.
eilers@eilers-media.de or call:
+49 5472 94930
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News from the circuits and parishes
Hamburg West / Südholstein Circuit 

Partnership relations extended

Gerhard Thimm, chair of the 
Hamburg West / Südholstein 
Circuit Partnership Committee 
reports.
Our partnerhip is a result of the As-
sembly of the Ecumenical Council 
of Churches in 1983 in Vancouver 
to start a consiliar process for ju-
stice, peace and the integrity of 
creation. 
In 1986 the circuit assembly of 
Pinneberg circuit decided to con-
tribute to help to end the Apartheid 
system in South Africa by instal-
ling connection as to black as to a 
white Lutheran congregation. 
Thus, our partnership – it is now 
no longer Pinneberg but Ham-
burg West / Südholstein Circuit of 
which Pinneberg Circuuit is now 
a part – persists nowadays of the 
parishes of Pietermaritzburg South 
and North (ELCSA) and Hayfields 
(ElCSA-NT). Moreover we consi-

der from the beginning the Kenosis 
Commuity Trust to be a common 
project. 
Our partnership started by ex-
change of delegations and by dif-
ferent projects. Our last project 
in 2015 was called „Footprints of 
life“. 10 persons from our circuit 
came to help to do some repairs in 
Kenosis in common with our part-
ners. At the same time our theme 
motivated us to consider the back-
ground of our lifes and to delibe-
rate the basics of our talkings and 
doings. 
Friends of Partnership’s com-
ment: As we got pictures by Mr 
Pius Mbuyisa and a short report 
about the new partnership of 
Pietermaritzburg North which 
we published in our newsletter 
Nr 14, we got in contact with Mr. 
Thimm and thereby some more 
information.

Succesful project in 2007: Musical "Taxi to life"

More information (only in German): http://arbeitsstelle-weitblick.de/tm/projekte/ 
partnerschaftsarbeit/kirchenkreispartnerschaften/ 

Oldendorf parish

Delegates from Mpuma-
langa in Oldendorf Parish
For 2 weeks – from June 26th to 
July 10th – Oldendorf Parish had 
the pleasure to host three dele-
gates from their partner parish 
Mpumalanga. Mr Madoda Ngema, 
the chair of the parish partnership 
committee, not for the first time 
in Oldendorf, Mrs Thabsile Ma-
shaba und the new parish pastor 
Sithembiso Hadebe experienced 

this partnership full of live when 
meeting long staying partners, 
when worshipping together and on 
seeing interesting places within the 
parish of Oldendorf and in nearby 
Bad Essen, Melle, and Osnabrück.  
As usual, the delegates reported 
on the projects which were run in 
Mpumalanga parish since the last 
visit. This was mainly the renovat-
ed kindergarten which could be re-
opened in 2015. On July 3rd Pastor 
Hadebe delivered the sermon in the 
service which was guided by Pas-
tor Ralf Halbrügge in the Oldendorf 
Church. When visiting Hermanns-
burg Mission, Mr Ngema even had 
the opportunity to meet the former 
parish pastor of Oldenburg, now 
retired pastor Karsten Keding. 
By these regular encounters the 
partnership of Oldendorf and Mpu-
malanga has won a solid base.

Umpumulo / South Eastern Diocese

Ordination in Umphumulo
On June 26, Bishop Buthelezi ordained in a festive service in Umphumulo 
church 14 candidates to be pastors in the South Eastern Diocese. Some 
of them are serving fulltime, the others self supporting among them two 
from Appelsbosch.
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Maybe...
...some body wants to join our 
association “Friends of partner-
ship”. These are our objectives: 
The development association 
“Friends of partnership“ works 
an the conviction that partner-
ship between people of different
culture should be encouraged 
in order to achieve justice and 
peace in this world. So our as-
sociation supports partnership 
on circuit level as well as on 
congregational level in the cir-
cuits of Melle-Georgsmarien-
hütte, Bramsche, Durban, Pir-
na, Umngeni and Umvoti. Our 
association backs and develops 
constituent projects, does pro-
motion of publicity, fund raising, 
and other measures on this 
concern.
To apply for membership please 
print and fill in the application 
form, and send it to our chair-
person, 
Mrs Elke Eilers
Sonnenweg 3
D-49152 Bad Essen, Germany.
You may as well simply send a
mail encluding your details to  
elke@eilers-media.de.
Annual subscription in Germany
is at least Euro 12.00.

Eingetragener Verein zur Förderung der Partnerschaft der Ev.-luth. Kirchenkreise Bramsche, Durban, Melle-
Georgsmarienhütte, Pirna, Umngeni und Umvoti / Registered Association for the promotion of partnership by the 

Evangelical Lutheran circuits Bramsche, Durban, Melle-Georgsmarienhütte, Pirna, Umngeni and Umvoti
Vorsitzende/Chairperson:  
Elke Eilers, Sonnenweg 3, D-49152 Bad Essen, Tel.: 0049 (0) 5472 9493-20, E-Mail: elke@eilers-media.de
Bankverbindung/Bank account: IBAN DE48 2655 2286 0000 1014 93

Co-operate!
Don't hesitate to pass over a comment about this newsletter, 
news to be published or e-mail addresses of other interested 
persons to h.duscha@gmx.de or/and elke@eilers-media.de

Association "Friends of Partnership" e.V.

Membership application

Hereby, I apply for a membership in in "Friends of Partner-
ship" beginning with the year___________.  
I agree with the aims of the association as mentioned.

o Annual subscription (1,00 €/10,00 ZAR per month  
    = 12,00 €/120 ZAR per year) 

o Other subscription:  _______€ or________ZAR per year 

name, family name 
 

physical address 
 

postal address 
 

e-mail 

for Germans only:
 

Account Nr. 
 

Bank and bank code

o I will set up a standing order to the account  
of "Friends of Partnership" 
 
 

place, date 
 
 

signature 
 
Please send this application to Elke Eilers (postal details: see left
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This edition of the  
Friends of Partnership  

newsletter was published 
with the support of
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News from the circuits and parishes

The Deanery is out of the ground
Umngeni circuit started to build a new deanery beside the Farming Project

"Good things need time", 
a German proverb says. From the 
very first ideas in 2007 until this 
year it has been nearly 10 years of 
donating (mainly by the womens 
league of Umngeni circuit) and pla-
ning, which means - according to 
the German proverb – that this new 
deanery will become a very good 
one.
After leveling the ground last year, 
in March the workers started to 
dig the foundation and lay the first 
bricks. Mid of April the concrete for 
the basement plate was pored, and 
end of May the walls were erected.
We hope that the roof is on now 
and that there are donors to finance 
windows and doors, electricity and 
water pipes and much more.
If you have any idea for helping to 
finalize the building, please con-
tact Dean Myaka.


